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In the death of Dr. Pranz DeUtzsch, which took place in Leipzig on the 3d 
of March, biblical scholarship lost one of its shining ornaments, and all students 
of the Bible an invaluable friend and helper. He was bom in Leipzig in 1813, 
of Christian parents, not being of Jewish extraction, as some have thought. 
He took his university course in the same city, and in 1846 went to Rostock as 
ordinarius-professor of theology, thence to Erlangen in 1850, and in 1867 to 
Leipzig, which position he held till the time of his death. He began his career 
with the study of Rabbinic literature, but soon passed over into Old Testament 
Exegesis, with a commentary on Habakkuk in 1843. All biblical scholars 
know and esteem his O. T. commentaries, those on Genesis, Job, the Psalms 
and Isaiah being masterpieces. Not so well known or so valuable are his N. T. 
commentaries on Romans and Hebrews. He entered the realms of philosophy 
and apologetics also, and his Biblical Psychology will be always a useful book. 
In conjunction with S. Baer, he labored on a revision of the Masoretic text, 
and the Baer and Delitzsch editions of the O. T. books are in general use 
among critical students. He manifested a broad and accurate acquaintance 
with modem literature, was a fine Dante scholar, and, as his " Iris" shows, had 
a taste for art. In furthering the cause of Christianity among the Jews, he 
translated the N. T. into Hebrew, and was the inspiration of a Jewish mission- 
ary society and of a Christian- Jewish journal published at Leipzig. To those 
who came into personal relations to him as friend or student, he was " human- 
ity and kindness personified." Readers of the Old Testament Student have 
not seldom been edified by his contributions to its pages. It was to be hoped 
that ere long he would have published other articles in the Student, but his 
death has prevented this. To say that all students of the Scriptures owe a 
debt of gratitude to Delitzsch which can not be estimated, is not to express too 
strongly the value of his work in this high and most important field of research. 

Dr. M. Schiller-Szinessy, reader in Talmudic and Rabbihic literature at Cam- 
bridge University, died March nth, 1890. He was an earnest andloyal Jew of 
immense learning in the chosen sphere of his studies. While his ability as a- 
teacher was not very g^at, his literary contributions to Rabbinic learning, and 
the assistance which he freely gave to other scholars, wiU cause his name to be 
remembered. 

A book on " Zodiacal Chronology as proving a Primitive Revelation," by 
Rev. O. D. Miller, D. D., is about to be published in the successive numbers 
of The American Antiquarian. The editor states that there are some very 
interesting and startling facts in it, in direct opposition to the theory of evolu- 
tionary relig^ion. It aims to show that a primitive heathenism is not altogether 
or universally progressive; Christianity is not the latest product of an ethnic 
faith. The so called ethnic inspiration wiU not accoimt for the facts. Far 
back in the early ages there was a knowledge of the Creator and as clear a 
view of the progjress of creation as in later times. The author deals 
with facts which have been gathered from abstrose studies and from remote 
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regions, mainly, however, from that portion of the east in which so many arch- 
aeological discoveries have been recently made. It is a use of the cuneiform 
language which has not been anticipated by scholars. 

It is gratifying to the friends of Semitic study to notice the increasing inter- 
est taken in this department in the wider sphere of liberal education. Pro- 
fessor Lewis Campbell, of St. Andrews, in an article in the Scots Magazine 
on the subject of the University Curriculum, says: "If young men were 
encouraged to begin Hebrew during their Arts course, a much firmer 
groundwork would be laid than at present exists for the understanding of ques- 
tions of Old Testament criticism by the clergy. But the interest of Semitic 
studies, as now-a-days pursued, is by no means limited to the clerical profes- 
sion. Hebrew, with two of its branches, Aramaic and Arabic, commands a field 
of investigation which, to the inquirer of to-day, reveals an ever- widening 
horizon." 

A series of articles by Mr. Gladstone will be contributed to the Sunday 
School Times upon the subjects dealing with Holy Scripture. The first con- 
tribution appeared in the number for March 29, and was entitled " The Im- 
pregnable Rock of Holy Scripture." He candidly and loyally acknowledges 
the need and right of literary criticism, yet adds that the operations of criti- 
cism, properly so called, affecting as they do the literary form of the books, 
leave the questions of history, miracle, revelation, substantially where they 
found them. Some of the other subjects to be considered by him are "The 
Creation Story," "The Mosaic Legislation," "The Psalms," "The Method of 
the Old Testament. " These articles cannot fail to be widely read and to arouse 
large interest. 

It is an interesting fact to the bibUcal student to note that the place so recently 
made vacant by the death of Bishop Lightfoot has been filled by the appoint- 
ment of Canon Westcott. Few Englishmen have done so much for New Tes- 
tament study as Dr. Westcott and it is feared by many that the arduous and 
engrossing duties of a see like that of Durham will cut short his labors and 
contributions in the sphere of biblical research. The hint given by the writer 
of the article in the Student in The Study of Theology at Cambridge is in a 
fair way of being fulfilled. " There is none," said he, "whose loss we should 
feel so much." Canon Westcott is now sixty-five years of age. He was edu- 
cated at King Edward's Grammar School, Birmingham. He took high honors 
at Cambridge, being at once a Senior Classic of his year, and 23rd Wrangler. 
Harrow School had the benefit of his scholarship and teaching power for some 
years, and since 1870 he has been Professor of Divinity at Cambridge. His 
devotion to New Testament studies has borne fruit which is found on the 
shelves of all New Testament students. The text of the Greek Testament 
which he formed in conjunction with Professor Hort; and his admirable com- 
mentaries on the writings of St. John, have made him an European reputation. 
He has written an Introduction to the Study of the Gospels, and a book on 
the Canon of the New Testament. A commentary on the Epistle to the He- 
brews has just come from the press, while his published sermons fill many 
volumes. 

On the appeal of the Jewish community in Jerusalem, against the projected 
erection of a Russian Greek church over the vault, containing the graves of 
the prophets Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, an edict has been issued by the 
Turkish authorities that the spot shall remain the property of the Jews for all 
time, and may not be appropriated nor purchased by other communities. 



